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risen to power, and, in a treaty, were renouncing
the third zone of Dalmatia, you said in the
Chamber: 'This is the best treaty we can get/
A wise saying, and a manly one! Bismarck, who
at one time likewise was intoxicated by victory,
said when his blood had cooled that politics was
the art of the possible."
"An excellent definition," interpolated Musso-
lini.
"Comparing your earlier utterance with your
later, I infer that during these ten years of power
your views and feelings have tended towards
moderation."
"I think so," he said in his tranquil, deep-
toned voice.
This was not the first time, in the course of
our talks, that I had brought Mussolini to the
same turning-point, and I think the development
in question is of more importance to Europe than
all the work he is doing for the internal upbuilding
of Italy. I know, of course, that such utterances
to a private individual like myself afford no
guarantee. Still, since I deduce his character
from his resolves, from resolves which in this
case are decisive for the lives and actions of
forty-two millions of persons, I did my best to
aiake him face up to the problem from various
aspects, inasmuch as it is a problem which in the